
BARRIER GAMES  
 
Barrier games are procedures that involve giving and following oral instructions. Two 
children or a child and an adult interact using a ‘barrier’ or ‘divider’ so that each child 
does not see the other person’s sheets.  The aim of the game is to end up with 
exactly the same picture.  Barriers may be books, cardboard sheets or even boxes. 
 
Photocopy one set of each scene and the corresponding small pictures for each 
player.  Cut out the small pictures and give a set to each player. 
 
Following Instructions 
 
Parent or teacher arranges the small pictures on the scene and gives instructions to 
the child to arrange his or her pictures in the same way. 
 
The instruction can be simple (Put the house on) or complex (Put the blue ball next 
to the yellow flower that is under the tree). The complexity of the instructions given 
depends on the ability of the child. 
 
You may need to help the child to choose the correct picture and place it in the 
correct position. 
 
Giving Instructions 
 
Follow the instructions above except this time the child gives the instructions to the 
adult.  The instructions that the child gives and the task demands may need to be 
kept simple (single words) or the child may need to provide complex instructions 
depending on their abilities. 
 
Specific and Descriptive Language Use 
 
Barrier games are a good way to encourage specific language use. Children need to 
provide detailed information in order for the other participant to know exactly 
where to place their picture. If the goal of the game is to encourage specific language 
use the child must be encouraged to use descriptive language and to say exactly 
where the object should be placed (Put the blue ball next to the yellow flower that is 
under the largest tree). By having turns at giving and following the instructions, the 
adult can model or demonstrate specific language use and encourage the child to 
use specific language during their turn. 
 
Clarification Requests 
 
When the child is able to follow instructions that are specific, you can model and 
encourage clarification requests. Clarification requests are an excellent way for 
children to improve their comprehension when they have not understood the 



instruction or their conversational partner has not provided enough information in 
order to carry out a task.  Some examples of clarification requests include 
 
What should I put on? 
Is it the red or green …? 
Where should I put it? 
Should I put it in/on/under/beside the ….? 
What colour is the item? 
 
Targeting Understanding of Location Words 
 
Parents and teachers can facilitate understanding of location words by encouraging 
the child to follow simple instructions that tell the child where to put an item in 
relation to another item (in, on, under, beside, next to, near). 
 
 
There are many ways that barrier games can be used to facilitate oral language 
development.  For further information please contact your Speech Pathologist. 
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