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SEMANTIC ORGANISATION DIFFICULTIES 
 
Children who have difficulty organising and processing information will 
have: 
 
♦ Difficulty retrieving and organising what they want to say. What 
they want to tell you will be difficult to follow, as it will be jumbled with no 
apparent sequence. They will use non-specific words such as “the thing” 
or “the one” instead of using the object name. They may pause a great 
deal when talking and may begin a sentence a few times before 
completing it 
 
♦ Difficulty knowing the meaning of words and concepts. They will 
not know (or be able to retrieve) vocabulary you know they have learnt. 
They will have difficulty learning new vocabulary and concepts 
 
♦ Difficulty understanding the organisation of words/concepts 
into categories. They will provide bizarre or nonsensical reasons for 
groupings, usually based solely on perceptual features e.g. “The hat and 
the towel go together because they are not too big” 
 
♦ Difficulty understanding the relationships between words in 
sentences. This will make it difficult for them to follow instructions. They 
will often latch on to one part of the sentence and interpret it on that 
basis. (e.g. “Pick up all the balls that have spots” – they will pick up all 
the balls, not only those with spots on them). The types of relationships 
they may have difficulty with include: 
• Spatial relations (on, behind, against, under, second etc) 
• Temporal relations (after, before, last, when, until etc) 
• Comparative relations (bigger than, wider, shorter, lower etc) 
• Passive relationships (The boy was brought by the woman etc) 
• Cause-effect relations (when/then; if/then etc) 
• Revision (No - - - instead) 
• Co-ordination and subordination (and, but) 
• Exclusion (not, all except, neither/nor etc) 
• Inclusion (all, many, some, any, few, several etc) 
 
♦ Difficulty staying on topic. Their contributions in conversations or 
answers to questions are often not related to the topic. They go off on a 
tangent that may be only very remotely related to the topic at hand. (This 
behaviour gives you a good idea of how poorly organised their knowledge is, if 
a word can trigger such a remote association) 



Reference: Unknown 

♦ Difficulty grasping the central theme. They may have difficulty getting  
the main idea or point, tending to concentrate on the side issues/ aspects  
or unimportant details. 
 
♦ Difficulty with figurative language, a tendency to interpret things they are  
Told or asked literally.  
 
♦ Difficulty relating new knowledge to old knowledge – poor 
generalisation. 
 
♦ Poor semantic reading skills, impacting on speed and comprehension. 
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