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COMMUNICATION TEMPTATIONS 
 
Goals 

1. Increase student’s desire to communicate 
2. Make communication fun 
3. Establish the power of communication 
4. Increase spontaneous use of language 

 
Communication temptations 
1. Eat a desired food or play with a preferred toy in front of the student 

without offering any to him/her.  Give only a small amount when the 
request is made, to facilitate repeated requests. 

 
2. Offer a non-preferred food item to elicit a protest. 
 
3. Activate a wind-up toy; let it deactivate and then hand it to the student. 
 
4. Open a jar of bubbles, blow bubbles, then close the jar tightly and give the 

closed jar to the student. 
 
5. Initiate a social game with the student (e.g. tickles, tossing up in the air, 

etc.) until they express pleasure, then stop the game and wait. 
 
6. Set up a game, leaving out one important part (e.g. dice, spinner, game 

piece) and say, “let’s play.” 
 
7. Blow up a balloon and slowly deflate it.  Hand the deflated balloon to the 

student or hold the deflated balloon up to your mouth and wait. 
 
8. Start putting a puzzle together but keep a piece, so that there is one 

missing at the end. 
 
9. Select an object that the student desires and place it in a container. 
 
10. Set up for painting or a craft activity without glue or paints. 
 
11. Tell the student they can go outside to play, but leave the door locked, or 

make sure it is locked when the recess/lunch bell goes. 
 
12. Put a familiar toy together the wrong way (e.g. put the arm in the location 

for Mr. Potato Head’s hat.) 
 
13. When swinging in the playground, give the student a few pushes.  Then 

hold the swing and wait. 
 
14. Sing a favourite song and pause mid song.  Wait for the student to fill in. 
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Next step 
Once the student is regularly initiating communication and using language 
spontaneously, we want to improve the way they ask for items.  So, if they 
have been requesting using single words, such as the item name, or ‘more’, 
or an action, model a short phrase, e.g. “I want X” or “more X.” Now, only give 
them requested items when they use they extend their utterances, even if it 
only by one word.  Visual supports at this stage are great, such as sentence 
stems.  Your Speech Pathologist can provide further suggestions. 
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