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COMPREHENSION AND LISTENING SKILLS 
- PRACTICAL STRATEGIES  

 
Focus attention 

Be sure that you have your child's attention before speaking to him. 
 Call his name.   
 Make sure that eye contact is established. 
 Ensure the student is not fidgeting. 

 
Simplify 

Keep commands/instructions short and simple  
 
Give time 

Some children need extended processing time even for the simplest instruction 
If you are telling your child a sequence of things to follow, pause after each one 
to enable him to absorb the information 

 
Repeat/Rephrase/Illustrate 

When talking about new concepts, your child may need further explanation 
through: 
 Repetition of the concept 
 Use of concrete examples - examples that are clear and easy to visualize  
 More detailed explanations with accompanying gestures  
 Use of helpful visual material  i.e. pictures, books  

 
Demonstrate 

Give the answer before asking a question - this will teach your child what sort of 
information is required when answering those particular questions, and it will 
also prevent continual failure 
 I think I put the toys away in the cupboard.  Where did I put the toys?  
 Oh look at these pencils, they're different, one is blue and one is red.  Can you 

tell me what is different about them?  
 
Forced alternative 

Ask a question and give a choice of answers   
 What do we need?  (Pause)  Do we need glue or paper? 
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Sentence completion 

Ask a question and then begin to complete the answer. 
 How do we know that he is happy? We know because he is ……….(e.g. smiling 

or laughing) 
 

Self-monitoring 
Encourage your child to ask questions or request more information if they 
haven’t understood. Praise them when they do ask for clarification. 
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