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TO DEVELOP EXPRESSIVE LANGUAGE SKILLS 
 
 
If your child is beginning to copy words in certain situations.  We can use this 
copying to develop  your child’s expressive language skills.  Here are some ideas 
on how to do this. 
 
 When talking or doing activities with your child, focus on a few words or short 

phrases to say over and over again. This gives your child a smaller amount of 
language to focus on. 

 eg. Blocks  “building the blocks:” 
    “up, up, up, up” 
    “Oh, oh fell down” 
 
 Always try to talk about what is happening now and what your child is attending 

to.  This ensures that your child learns what the words belong to. 
 
 Provide opportunities for your child to say something by pausing after you 

speak or pausing before the last word in a phrase. 
 eg.   “oh, oh fell......” 
   “look a .......” 
 
 If your child likes singing and music, use this as a way to encourage them to 

talk.  Choose repetitive songs with actions.  Here are some to try: 
 Open Shut Them. 
 Old Macdonald. 
 Five Little Ducks. 
 Twinkle Little Star. 
 Wheels on the Bus. 
 Put Your Finger on Your Nose. 
 Sing the songs slowly so your child can keep up and have a chance to join in.  

Try pausing before singing the last word in a sentence to see if they will say it. 
 eg.   “Five little.......ducks.” 
 
Below are some suggestions of words/phrases to target in different activities. 
 
 Meals  - hot, eat, drink, food/drink names. 
 Playdough - roll, push, cut, snake. 
 Bath time - wash, splash, hot, cold, bubbles, body parts. 
 Blocks - up, fall down, big, on, oh, oh. 
 Craft - cut, open, sticky, paint. 
 Music - bang, move, noisy. 
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