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DDEEVVEELLOOPPIINNGG  LLAANNGGUUAAGGEE  SSKKIILLLLSS      
 
The following are examples of what you can do in everyday activities to help develop 
your child’s language skills: 
 
1. Shopping: 
 
• Make a shopping list together (talk about the first sound or letter in a word then help 

your child to write it down) 
 
• Finding items in the supermarket (give clues)  

- it starts with… 
- it’s big and red and we put them in our sandwiches 
 

• Asking Blank questions 
- What else do we eat for breakfast? 
- What would happen if we forgot the milk? 
- What is something we get from the supermarket that is not food? 
- Why do we need to take the car when we go shopping? 
- What would happen if we put too much in the bag? 
- What could we do if the car broke down? 
 

• Putting the shopping away – group items before they are put away (colour, size, 
where they belong) 

 
• Describing items without naming them eg “My favourite fruit is crunchy, it’s round 

and red.  Can you guess what it is?  See if I can guess your favourite.” 
 
 

2. Cooking / kitchen 
 
• Giving instructions  

- Setting the table 
- Making a sandwich 
 

• Making a list of items needed (from shop or cupboard) 
 
• Take turns to tell each other to get something from the cupboard eg “Get the 

container with the green lid that has something really soft in it.” 
 
• Blank questions: 

- What else could we stir with? 
- Why should we use that? 
- What happens when we put it in the oven? 

 
• Writing out a simple recipe afterwards with your child (eg for Grandma). 
 
• Reading packets used in cooking (talk about words and letters on the packet, 

following directions) 
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3. Gardening: 
 
• Blank questions: 

- What could we use to clean up the leaves? 
- Why couldn’t we use that? 
- What’s something that grows in the garden that we don’t want? (weeds) 

 
• Giving and following instructions 
 
• Planting a seed – Blank questions eg “Why do we need to water the seed? What will 

happen if we don’t?” 
 
• Comparing different plants      -    How are they the same? How are they different? 

- How are trees and plants the same? 
 
 

4. Washing: 
 
• Sorting clothes into piles (colour, who they belong to, dirtiness) 
 
• Hanging out the clothes  
 

- Take turns to give each other instructions 
- Ask – how many pegs will I need? 
 

• Blank questions: 
- What would happen if it was really windy? 
- Why do we use pegs? 

 
 

5. Cleaning up / Washing Dishes 
 
• Take turns to give and follow instructions eg “Dry the big plate and then put it on the 

bench next to the cup.” 
 
• Blank questions: 

- Find something that we don’t use to eat with? (can opener) 
- What would happen if I dropped the plate / fork? 
 

• Putting things into groups before putting them away (dishes, toys, clothes) 
 
 

6. Washing the car: 
 
• Make a list of things needed. 
 
• Encourage them to tell someone what they did afterward – what did you do first? 
 
• Blank questions: 

- What would happen if we left the windows down? 
 
• Group objects found in the car (rubbish, things that stay in the car, things that need 

to be put away) 


