
References: Unknown 

IDENTIFYING THE “AT-RISK” CHILD 
 
Auditory memory problems may present in the following ways:- 

- The child may carry out only part of an instruction 
- The child may frequently check what others are doing before continuing 

with the task. 
- The child may have difficulty retelling a story he has heard in class. 
- The child may carry out instructions slightly after others in the class. 
- The child may have difficulty concentrating what is said in the classroom. 

 
The child at risk may need to be shown how to use environmental cues, how to 
make use of visual cues to assist listening – the speaker’s facial expression and 
gesture, tone of voice, or visual charts and displays. 
 
The child with poor active listening skills –  
 May have reduced short term auditory memory 
 May be inattentive and restless in listening situations 
 Needs extra time to respond 
 Needs assistance and direction to complete a task 
 May be confused by figurative language like similes, metaphors, idioms, and 

sarcasm 
 Finds it difficult to make predictions, inferences and conclusions in stories 

and in conversation. 
 
WHEN IS A LISTENING PROBLEM A PROBLEM? 

• Behaviour 
• Disinterest 
• Withdrawal 
• Forgetful 
• Acting out 
• Naughty 
• Disobedient 
• Illness – recurrent ear infections 
• If it leads to the child being placed in dangerous situations. 
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THE “AT-RISK” CHILD – WHAT TO DO? 
- Hearing screens should be completed to rule out ear infections which 

are common in the early primary children 
 

- Look at other possible limitations in language development, life 
experiences, conceptual understanding or teacher presentation, which 
could affect listening. 
 

- Amend approaches to providing information. Children with attention 
difficulties may have trouble remaining quiet and attentive. It could be 
that when completing activities the first part is explained and then the 
children have a turn and then the next part is explained and the children 
have a turn etc. This will break up the listening part of the activity into 
smaller time-periods. 
 

- Rather than constantly repeating the same instructions for children who 
could not follow them in the first place try: 

o Get your child’s attention first by calling your child’s name before 
you speak. 

o Speak slowly and with more pauses. 
o Use shorter and simpler sentences. 
o Identify the purpose of the listening task. 
o Use visual demonstrations  
o Ask the child questions or get them to repeat instructions to make 

sure they understand what is required. 
o Emphasise key words in instructions or place key words at the end 

of the sentence. 
o Allow extra time for the child to process and respond to new 

information. 
o Change the child’s environment – sit the child away from auditory 

(radio, fan) or visual (window) distractions to help maintain focus 
and attention. 
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