
LANGUAGE PROCESSING ACTIVITIES 
Strengthening the relationship between a child’s 

vocabulary and their word associations. 
 
The following children would benefit from Language Processing Activities:- 

• Children that know what things are called but have difficulty 
remembering the names. 

• Children that know the names of things but can’t tell you anything about 
them. 

• Children that know the names of things and can describe them but have 
difficulty providing a clear explanation. These children usually know the 
answer but have difficulty explaining “why” the answer is or is not 
correct. 

 
ACTIVITIES 
 
20 Questions 
The child thinks of an object (it is recommended that the child tell the 
teacher/an adult what the answer is so the teacher can facilitate the questions 
asked). The rest of the class/group have 20 questions to try and guess what the 
object is. The questions must be yes or no questions only. If nobody guesses 
the object than the child wins a point, and gets another turn. First person to 2-
4 points wins. 
 
Variations:- 

• Choose the type of word it must be before they start (eg animal, 
something made from wood, something found in the bedroom) 

• Allow the children to ask questions that do not just have yes or no 
answers. 

• Limit questions to a lesser amount. 
 
You can use the prompt cards that you have been given to encourage 
questions such as what size or colour it is, where you find it, what it’s used for, 
who has one, is it in the house, is it bigger or smaller than me, have you got 
one? 
 



It is also a good idea for the teacher to keep repeating information that has 
already been found out about the item, to remind the children of what they 
already know. 
 
Memory Game 
Choose a topic eg zoo animals, beach, clothes, food and also a common 
sentence. 
E.g.  I went to the ____ and I saw a ____  
 At the shops I bought a _____ 
 At the ____ shops I bought a ____ 
 
Take turns to think of an item to add to the list. Before saying the new item 
you need to remember the previous items given. 
 
Eg I went to the beach and I saw a dolphin, a bucket, a sandcastle and a ___ 
(new item). 
 
General Word Association 
The first person says a word and then the next person has to think of a word 
that is connected to the word, and so on. No-one can repeat any words already 
said. Stop the game when no-one can think of a new word. The last person to 
come up with a word is the winner. 
 
e.g. dog, bark, tree, leaves, nest, bird, fly, plane, holiday, sun, summer, beach, 
sandcastle, wave, surf, surfer etc. 
 
Adjective Association (describing words) 
One person thinks of an adjective and then another person thinks of 
something or someone that the adjective describes. No-one is allowed to 
repeat any words already used. 
 
Eg clever – doctor, red – my shirt, small – mouse, funny – clown. 
 
Opposites 
One person thinks of a word and the other people needs to think of the word 
that means the opposite. The winner is the last person to think of a word 
without repeating a word already given. 
 
 
 



Verb Association (action words) 
One person thinks of an action, then everyone takes turns to think of situations 
when the action might be used. Give each person time to think of an answer. 
The last person to come up with an answer is the winner. 
Eg  run – in a race, playing chasey, run away from someone, run home. 
 
What can you do with? 
One person says an object or animal and then everyone takes turns to think of 
an action that can be done with the object or animal. Give each person time to 
think of an answer. The last person to come up with an answer is the winner. 
E.g. ball – bounce, kick, throw, catch 
 Car – drive, wash, fix, buy, sell. 
 
Do they go together? 
One person thinks of two words which they believe go together. Another 
person must see if they can come up with a reason why the words are similar. 
If they can not come up with a reason the first person must explain their 
answer. 
e.g.  Apple-carrot – they can both be eaten, they both grow, they can both be 

cooked. 
 Ship-train – both types of transport, both carry people and cars. 
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