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Newstelling 

Newstelling involves a child sharing information with others about an object, activity or 
event that they have experienced. 

Research shows that there is a continuum in language from oral language to written 
language. Therefore if a child has good oral language and can put together information that 
includes details, is cohesive and clear then this gives them good skills for them to be able to 
do the same in their written stories or retells. 

In terms of newstelling there are three different levels of complexity:- 

* Object Based News Telling 

* Activity Based News Telling 

* Event Based News Telling/Retelling 

Object Based News Telling involves a child describing the features of an object. It is the 
easiest form of newstelling as the context is shared with the audience, that is both the 
speaker and listeners can see the object. Children will tend to use language that describes 
the physical look of the object or what they do with it. The language is “here and now” as 
the object is present for all to see. 
An example of what level you want your child to get to is:- “Well, I bought an egg from our 
chook yard. It’s white and round and it feels really smooth. I get the eggs from the 
chicken’s beds and we cook them and eat them. They are white on the outside and yellow in 
the middle” 
Compiled by Sue Lawless and Brooke White, Department of Education and Children’s 
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Some activities that can be used to practise object based news are:- 
* Getting your child to choose an object from around the house and then describe what it 
looks like. To find out more information you might ask them questions (see below). 
* Use a “feely” bag: Place some objects in a bag and then your child chooses an object and 
provides clues for you to guess what it is. 
* Play eye spy with description. Eg I spy with my little eye something round and green and 
found in the fridge. It’s a type of fruit – apple. 
* Use pictures of family, friends or pets and get your child to describe what they look like. 
 
Activity Based New Telling involves the child talking about something they have made or an 
activity they have completed. 
* This moves your child from describing to recounting something that has happened. 
However it may still have aspects of object based news in terms of the describing. 
* There may be some shared context as the object or the outcome of the activity they have 
talked about may be present. However, in terms of what was required to complete the 
activity the context may or may not be shared by the speaker and the listener. Eg if your 
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child has completed a picture at school, you will see the picture, however you may not have 
seen what your child had to do to complete the pictures. 
* Activity based sharing is generally broken into four components:- 
- Introducing or naming the work produced 
- Describing the work 
- Explaining what was done to complete the work 
- reflecting on the process and the final product. 
 
Activities for practising activity based sharing include: 
* Getting your child to make an object with you. 
 - They then talk to you or someone else about what they made (name) 
 - What it looks like? 

- What they needed to complete the object and what steps were needed to 
complete the activity? (you may use digital photos to act as a reminder if this is a 
difficult task). 
- What they think about it? Or What they are going to do with it now? 

 
Event Based News Telling or retells/recounts is where your child talks about something they 
have done or something that has happened to them or someone else. It is a more complex 
form of newstelling where there is no context between the speaker and the listeners, as 
they generally can not see the object or have not experienced the event. 
 
This means that the speaker needs to have an awareness that the listener has no idea of 
what has happened and provide enough information that the listener understands the 
story. 
 
This type of newstelling builds skills such as sequencing, understanding listener’s 
perspective, developing grammar skills such as past tense, verb use, cause-effect language 
by using words such as “because”, “but” and “so” to connect ideas. It also provides an 
opportunity for your child to improve their ability to understand and respond to more 
complex questions. 
 
“The information used can be personal, factual and imaginative.” Compiled by Sue Lawless and Brooke 
White, Department of Education and Children’s Services, South Australia, 2003 
 
This type of activity is usually the start of story telling. 
 
Activities for practising event based news/recounts: 
* Personal: Talking about things that happened to your child and telling different people 
who weren’t there. Eg parent, grandparent, friend, sibling etc. 
* Factual: Recalling details such as steps in routines, or more complex activities such as 
experiments or explain the rules of a game. 
* Retelling the events of a  familiar story or movie. 
* Relating the news to a theme such as “on my birthday..”, “my first day at school” or “my 
favourite holiday”. 
* Making up the start of a story and getting your child to finish the story orally. 

 


