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Questioning 
 
The ability to understand, use, create and know the purpose of different questions is 
essential for children. This allows them to participate in home, preschool and school based 
activities, as questioning is used to guide children in their learning every day. 
 
How we scaffold newstelling tasks for children can be based on an understanding of the 
different types of questions children are exposed to in our centres and schools (Blank, Rose 
and Berlin, 1978).  
 
Different types of questions can be classified into four levels of increasing complexity.  
 
The first level begins with questions about the “here and now” (ie. what is in the child’s 
immediate environment) and moves through to more abstract “then and there” questions 
(ie. what has previously happened to the child or what could possibly happen 
in the future). The Blank, Rose and Berlin model is designed to cover the development of 
questions in children aged three to six years. 
 
We can extend children’s thinking and language skills by asking some slightly more abstract 
questions and we can simplify newstelling tasks by prompting children who are 
struggling to tell their news with simpler questions and modelling the answers for them 
when necessary. The level of complexity needs to be tailored to the individual child’s 
needs. The development of these skills in children with language and learning difficulties will 
generally be slower and therefore this model will apply to them beyond age six. 
 
As you will see, this model goes beyond categorising questions in terms of the first word 
alone (eg. who, what, when, where, why, how) since questions beginning with the 
same word can involve different levels of abstraction. For example, “What is this?” is much 
easier than “What would happen if I closed the umbrella while it’s raining?”. As such, 
questions develop along a continuum of difficulty in tandem with the development of 
children's newstelling skills and more literate language.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


