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WORKING WITH EARLY WORDS 
 
 
Early developing words are learned by copying, and by hearing the word many 
times in different situations.  Individual children take varying amounts of time to 
learn new words.  You may want to focus on one or two words for a week or a 
month, depending on what is necessary for your child.  Most new words are 
best learnt through including them in your routine daily activities.  You can also 
play specific games to encourage specific words.   
 
Children learn a variety of words that have different meaning.  Some may be 
naming words while others may be action words or words that describe.  Here 
are some examples of common early developing words: 
 
Naming words: mummy, daddy, car, doggy, ball, shoe, man, baby, own 

name 
 
Action words: open, shut, fall down, push, all gone, drink 
 
Social words:  hello, bye bye, more, no, again 
 
Describing words: hot, cold, yucky, good, mine, broken 
 
Location words: up, down, in, out, down, here 
 
You could select a few words to encourage during routine and play activities.  
These words can be focussed on each day until your child has become familiar 
with what the words mean. 
 
Dos And Don’ts 
 
Don’t let your child become frustrated 
Don’t keep pushing your child to say the word if you feel they are not ready to 
do so 
Do place your child in a situation where it is motivating to use the word (eg., by 
saying the word “drink”, your child gets one) 
Do model the word repeatedly by itself and in 2 – 3 word phrases 
Do give lots of verbal praise if your child attempts the word.  Remember the 
sounds in the word don’t have to be correct 
Only aim for these words in a limited time during the activity so that your child is 
allowed lots of free play 
 
 
Using gestures can sometimes aid children learning a new word as a gesture 
“shows” the child the word at the same time as hearing the word.  In this way, the 
child has 2 methods to learn the word: by “seeing” the word and “hearing” the 
spoken word. 
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